
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 2020 

Dear Jaguar Families, 

 

Welcome to the 2020-21 school year! We are excited for the newest chapter at Paso Del Norte School, as 

we open our doors for the first time as an elementary school, serving Pre-K through 5th grade students. 

While we recognize and appreciate the nearly two decades of history, tradition, and excellence at Paso 

Del Norte (PDN) as a K-8 campus, we look forward to forging ahead as an elementary campus, building a 

strong academic foundation beginning in Pre-K. 

 

We begin this school year amidst unprecedented times as a community, state, and nation. While it is 

impossible to predict and plan for every possible scenario during the COVID-19 pandemic, our district 

and school leadership teams have been working arduously the last few months to plan and prepare for the 

arrival of our Jaguars. Safety has been and will continue to be the number one priority at PDN. We are so 

grateful that you are choosing to entrust us with the safety and well-being of your child(ren) and we do 

not take that lightly. All students will begin the school year on August 17th doing three weeks of remote 

learning from home, logging in from a device at home to engage with their teacher in live lessons. 

Remote learning will occur through Microsoft Teams. Then, depending on the learning model you chose 

for your child through the Parent Scheduling Survey, some students will begin coming on campus, 

following all CDC social distancing guidelines and safety protocols.  

 

For those families returning to PDN, we sincerely thank you your support, patience, and flexibility during 

our remote learning last spring as you took on the primary role of teacher. Our teachers are very excited to 

resume the role of primary instructor through live lessons in our revamped remote learning format. 

 

We know that a strong home-school partnership is critical to the success of our Jaguars and this year, that 

begins with your support of our remote learning model. Students need to be logged in ready to learn on 

time each day and please contact your child’s teacher in a timely manner when issues or concerns arise. 

Take time to talk with your children about social distancing, both inside and outside of the school setting. 

It is crucial that students understand the importance of following all safety protocols and social distancing 

guidelines. To streamline communication, all teachers will be using the app “ClassDojo” to communicate 

with you this school year. Please download it if you do not already have it.  

 

Teachers will hold a virtual “Meet and Greet” through Microsoft TEAMS in August, before August 17th. 

This will be an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and learn about safety and learning expectations. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support, patience, and flexibility as we embark on our journey as an 

elementary campus. We are eager to begin our school year and build a strong foundation of success with 

our Jaguars.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ben Baldner 

Principal 
 

bbaldn@sisd.net 

915-937-6202 

Twitter: @PDN_K8 


